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This bulletin covers 27 agricultural industries statewide, and from five to seventeen
industries in each of six regions. The regions are the San Joaquin Valley, South Coast,
Desert, Central Coast, Sacramento Valley, and North Coast (refer to map for details).
The data are organized into sets of tables by state and region:

Wage and Salary Workers (Table A).

Agricultural Production Workers (Table B).

Average Weekly Earnings of Production Workers (Table C).
Average Hours Worked by Production Workers (Table D).
Average Hourly Earnings of Production Workers (Table E).

® o o o o

NOTE: Data in this bulletin are now available electronically through a personal
computer and modem. Our Labor Market Information Division's bulletin board
system, LMI On-Line, can be accessed by dialing (916) 262-2BBS (262-2227).
You may also access this data through the Internet. The LMID Internet address
is: http://www.calmis.cahwnet.gov.

Employment figures in this report classify workers by specific crop or service industry,
except for those working in Farm Labor Contracting and Management Services, who may
work in any crop or service. The data in this report count only workers employed during
the week of the month which contains the 12th day of the month.

The two types of agricultural employees addressed in this report are (1) wage and salary
workers, and (2) production workers. Wage and salary workers are all employees
receiving compensation from agricultural employers, and include production workers,
managers, supervisors, office personnel, and all other staff. Production workers are
employees directly involved in the actual production process and exclude managers,
supervisors, office personnel, and all other staff who do not engage in production
activities. More than 90% of all workers employed by agricultural businesses are
production workers.

Average annual agricultural wage and salary employment for the State of California was
377,200 in 1996. Agricultural employment began the year at a low of 289,900 in January,
then increased to a high of 441,400 in September. The difference between the January
low and the September high was 151,500. (Table 1A.)

Approximately fifty-five percent of the state's agricultural workers were employed in the
San Joaquin Valley region in 1996. The South Coast and Central Coast regions had the
next largest shares of agricultural employment with nearly seventeen percent and sixteen
percent, respectively. Agricultural employers in the Desert region hired nine percent of the
agricultural workers in the state. The Sacramento Valley and the North Coast regions
employed approximately seven percent and four percent, respectively. These 1996
percentages indicate that agricultural employment fluctuates very little between regions,
since they are quite consistent with past years’ percentages.

State of California / Employment Development Department



Wage and Salary Workers in Agricultural

Establishments
Annual Average
1996
(In Thousands)
State- San South Central Sacra- North
Industry wide Joaquin Coast Coast Desert mento Coast
Total Agricultural 377.2 210.2 63.1 59.6 35.5 29.3 14.1
Total Crops 205.3 84.8 46.0 36.1 14.3 20.1 10.3
Total Livestock 25.1 13.9 1.8 1.1 51 1.7 1.8
Total Services 146.9 111.5 15.2 22.4 16.2 7.5 2.0

Source: Tables 1-A through 7-A.

The 1996 statewide annual average employment level for agricultural production workers
was 349,400. Agricultural production worker employment began the year at a low of
262,700, then peaked in September at a level of 413,500. The difference between the
winter low and the fall harvest was 150,800. (Table 2A.)

in 1996, the average difference between total agricultural wage and salary employment
and production worker employment was 27,800. This number, which represents
agricultural administrative employment, has remained remarkably constant over the past
few years at approximately 7.5 percent of total agricultural employment. These
administrative workers appear to be permanent, year-round employees unaffected by
seasonal influences. It can be deduced that, on average, there is one manager,
supervisor, office worker, or other staff for every 13 production workers.

Production Workers in Agricultural Establishments
' Annual Average

1996
(In Thousands)

State- San South Central Sacra- North

Industry wide Joaquin Coast Coast Desert mento Coast
Total Agricultural 349.4 198.8 57.0 55.0 33.1 26.7 11.8
Total Crops 187.1 79.0 41.3 32.9 13.2 18.4 8.4
Total Livestock 225 12.9 1.5 0.8 4.4 1.5 1.5
Total Services 139.8 106.9 14.3 21.3 15.5 6.8 1.8

Source: Tables 1-B through 7-B.




MAJOR REGIONAL ACTIVITIES

The San Joaquin Valley is California’s premier crop producing area. ltis, in fact, the
premier crop producing area in the world. It is California’s largest employer in grape,
cotton, and dairy farm production, farm labor contracts, and fanrm management services.
The South Coast region is the state's largest employer in berries, and horticultural
specialties, and comes in second in production of vegetables and melons, farm labor
contractors, and management services. The Central Coast region is the largest employer
in vegetables and melons, and is the second largest employer in berries, and horticultural
specialties. The Sacramento Valley region employs the most workers in rice production.
The Desert region ranks second in employment on dairy farms, while the North Coast
region is the second largest employer in grape production.

EMPLOYMENT DISTRIBUTION BY REGION IN 1996

In.1996 the San Joaquin Valley employed forty percent of all crop workers in California,
fifty-five percent of all livestock workers, and sixty-four percent of all agricultural services
workers. The regions with the second largest amount of employment were: Desert
(livestock), South Coast (crops), and Central Coast (services).

(1996 Employment By Region pie charts.)

WAGE AND SALARY EMPLOYMENT CHANGES BETWEEN 1995 AND 1996

In 1996, California’s annual average agricultural employment was 9,200 above the 1995
average of 368,000. The San Joaquin Valley region had the largest annual regional
employment increase, which occurred in its agricultural services activities. No significant
annual regional employment decrease occurred in 1996. The annual average for total
agricultural employment in 1996 increased approximately 2.5% overall from the previous
year.

PRODUCTION WORKER EMPLOYMENT CHANGES BETWEEN 1995 AND 1996

The average number of agricultural production workers in California increased by 8,900
from the 1995 average of 340,500, a 2.5% annual increase.

HOURS AND EARNINGS OF PRODUCTION WORKERS IN 1995 AND 1996

Average annual weekly earnings in 1996 were $278.47, a decrease of seventy-five cents
per week from the 1995 annual average of $279.22. The North Coast region had the
highest average annual weekly earnings at $312.57. The San Joaquin Valley region had
the lowest average annual weekly earnings at $267.03. (Tables 1-C through 7-C.)

California’s agricultural production employees worked an average of 41.5 hours per week
in 1996, 0.3 hours less than the 1995 average. The annual average weekly hours in
1996 ranged from 41.1 hours in the Central Coast region to 45.6 hours in the Sacramento
Valley region. (Tables 1-D through 7-D.)



Average Hourly Earnings of Production Workers
Annual Average

1996
State- San South Central Sacra- North
industry wide Joaquin Coast Coast Desert mento Coast
Total Agricultural $6.71 $6.45 $6.83 $7.36 $6.68 $6.49 $7.55
Total Crops 6.70 6.40 6.78 7.36 6.52 6.49 7.47
Total Livestock 7.42 7.51 7.56 7.67 7.40 6.72 711
Total Services 6.58 6.34 6.90 7.34 6.55 6.40 8.33

Source: Tables 1-E through 7-E.

The California annual average for agricultural hourly earnings was $6.71 in 1996, an
increase of three cents from the 1995 amount of $6.68. The lowest pay rate occurred in
Deciduous Tree Fruits at $5.79 an hour, whereas the highest pay rate occurred in Soil
Preparation Services at $9.47 an hour. Of the three major employment components of
California’s agriculture (crops, livestock, and services), livestock had the highest and most
stable average hourly earnings at $7.42, crops were at $6.70, and agricultural services
were at $6.58. Annual average hourly earnings for all agricultural activities were highest in
the North Coast region with $7.55 and lowest in the San Joaquin Valley region with $6.45.
(Tables 1-E through 7-E.)

DATA SOURCES:

The data are obtained from the Employment Development Department’s monthly survey

of Current Employment Statistics for Agriculture. This survey of 4,000 agricultural

employers is conducted by the Labor Market Information Division. This sample, about

14% of all agricultural employers, was selected to be statistically representative of the

state's agricultural employers by size, geographic location and industry categories. The

gmployers in this sample employ over 40% of the total agricultural employment in
alifornia.

Sample data are gathered for the week that includes the 12th calendar day of the month;
thus all data in this publication represent activities taking place during this mid-month
period.

DATA COMMENTS:

FIGURES FOR THE STATE AND SIX REGIONS ARE INDEPENDENTLY DERIVED.
THEREFORE, THE SUM OF THE REGIONAL AMOUNTS WILL NOT NECESSARILY EQUAL
THE STATEWIDE TOTAL. '

AVERAGES FOR EACH INDUSTRY ARE DERIVED BY ADDING 12 MONTHS OF DATA AND
DIVIDING BY 12. THEREFORE, THE SUM OF THE INDIVIDUAL INDUSTRIES WILL NOT
NECESSARILY EQUAL THE SUBTOTALS AND/OR TOTALS.



To aid in accurate usage and interpretation of the data, please note the follqwing:
+ Employment data do not include employers or unpaid family workers.

« Figures in this bulletin will differ from other agricultural numbers published by this
department because of differences in the number of agricultural industries covered and
" in the definition of workers.

If you wish to be placed on our mailing list to receive future issues of this publication or
the monthly California Agricultural Employment and Eamings Bulletin, please send your
name and address to: Information Services Group, Labor Market Information
Division, Employment Development Department, P.O. Box 826216,
Sacramento, CA 94299-9994 or call (916) 262-2358.



CES-AG REPORTING REGIONS

LABOR MARKET INFORMATION DIVISION
EMPLOYMENT DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

7 North Coast (Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Marin
/A Mendocino, Napa, Sonoma, Trinity, ) ’

Sacramento Valley (Butte, Colusa, El Dorado,
Gienn, Lassen, Modoc, Nevada, Placer, Plumas,
Sacramento, Shasta, Siskiyou, Slerra, Solano,
Sutter, Tehama, Yolo, Yuba)

San Joaquin Valley (Alpine, Amador, Calaveras,
Fresno, Inyo, Kern, Kings, Madera, Mariposa,
Merced, Mono, San Joaquin, Stanislaus, Tulare,
Tuolumne)

| Central Coast (Alameda, Contra Costa, Monterey,
AN San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa
Clara, Santa Cruz)

” South Coast (Los Angeles, Orange, San Diego,
/] San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Ventura)

Desert (imperial, Riverside, San Bernardino)
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